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This handbook is intended to provide all students in the speech-language pathology master's degree 
program with basic information about academic degree requirements for a major in Speech and 
Hearing Sciences. Read it carefully and see the Coordinator of the Speech-Language Pathology 
Graduate Program if you have any questions about any part of what is written here. This 
handbook supplements, but does not supersede, the degree requirements found in the Graduate 
School Bulletin. You should have a copy of the Bulletin which governs your degree program, and 
you are expected to be familiar with its contents (CONTAINS ALL REGULATIONS PASSED BY THE 
FACULTY AS OF AUGUST2015. APPLIES TO ALL MASTER'S STUDENTS WHOSE PROGRAMS 
ARE PLANNED AFTER THAT DATE.) 
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THE JOB OUTLOOK FOR THE 
FUTURE 

 
While it is difficult to predict exactly what the job market will be in any profession in years to 

come, we do know that a number of factors are influencing an increase in the demand for speech, 
language and hearing professionals. For example, public law mandates that all children with 
impairments receive a free and appropriate public education and that personnel providing services 
to children with impairments be qualified. This is resulting in the employment of more speech-
language professionals in schools. Additionally, the increasing number of older Americans in the 
U.S. who are susceptible to strokes, dementing illnesses, and other conditions frequently require 
the services of speech-language pathologists. Motor vehicle accidents and growing numbers of 
veterans returning from war continue to cause head and neck injuries, which result in cognitive, 
speech, and language impairment. All told, the demand for services provided by speech-language 
pathologists has been projected to be high through the first quarter of the 21st century. 

 
 

PREPARING FOR THE 
PROFESSION 

 
The Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) of the American Speech-Language-Hearing 

Association (ASHA) is the only professional credential for speech-language pathologists recognized 
in every state. Currently, candidates for the CCC must have completed the master's degree or its 
equivalent and nine months of supervised professional experience and must pass a national exam. 
Although certification is a voluntary process, most clinics, hospitals, and other service facilities 
require their employees to have the CCC.  

 
UNDERGRADUATE PREPARATION 

 
Students must have a bachelor’s degree (typically in speech and hearing sciences or 

communication sciences and disorders) with a minimum grade point average of 3.0 from an 
accredited college or university (or its equivalent from a foreign institution) to be eligible for 
admission into the master's degree program. Students must also complete undergraduate 
coursework in the following areas. If you are a non-major and have not completed work in these 
areas, you will be required to take these classes prior to, or concurrent with, the graduate courses 
described on subsequent pages (at a minimum, the first three courses must be completed prior to 
matriculation; the remaining two courses may be taken as an addition to the regular graduate 
coursework). 

 

 
 

Phonetics (must include IPA transcription) 3 

Speech Anatomy and Physiology 3 

Child Language Development 3 

Acoustics/Speech Science 3 

Audiology/Hearing Science* 3 

Course Credits 
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*Must  include  audiological  testing  and  treatment.  This  requirement  
may  also  be fulfilled with separate courses in audiological assessment and 
treatment. 

In addition to required professional coursework, students hoping to achieve the Certificate of Clinical 
Competence in speech-language pathology must document, according to ASHA requirements 
(Standard IV- A), coursework (at least one course in each of the four areas) in the following basic 
sciences with a minimum grade of D in each course (coursework with a grade below D will not fulfill 
these requirements): 

• Coursework in biological (e.g., biology, human anatomy and physiology, neuroanatomy and 
neuro- physiology, human genetics, veterinary science, etc.) and  

• Coursework in  physical sciences (e.g., physics, chemistry). 
• Coursework in behavioral and/or social sciences (e.g., psychology, sociology, 

anthropology, public health, etc.). 
• Coursework in statistics. The statistics requirement cannot be met by a research methods 

course in speech and hearing science. 
 

This coursework may be carried forward from the undergraduate degree, or taken for 
credit at an accredited college or university as a continuing education student or at the graduate 
level; if they are taken at the graduate level, they may not be counted to satisfy any requirements for 
the Master’s degree. Students are encouraged to visit the ASHA web site to review the above as well 
as additional certification requirements, as it is ultimately their responsibility to ensure they have 
fulfilled certification requirements (see “Certification/Licensure” below for more information). 
Coursework in the areas of biological and physical science must be outside of the field of speech and 
hearing. A list of  IU courses  that our program would deem acceptable for meeting the biological 
and physical science requirements can be found on our departmental web site 
(https://sphs.indiana.edu/student-portal/graduate/ma-slp-degree/kasa-courses.html . 

 

• Coursework in biological (e.g., biology, human anatomy and physiology, neuroanatomy and 
neuro- physiology, human genetics, veterinary science, etc.) and  

• Coursework in  physical sciences (e.g., physics, chemistry).. 
• Coursework in behavioral and/or social sciences (e.g., psychology, sociology, 

anthropology, public health, etc.). 
• Coursework in statistics. The statistics requirement cannot be met by a research methods 

course in speech and hearing science. 
 

This coursework may be carried forward from the undergraduate degree, or taken for 
credit at an accredited college or university as a continuing education student or at the graduate 
level; if they are taken at the graduate level, they may not be counted to satisfy any requirements for 
the Master’s degree. Students are encouraged to visit the ASHA web site to review the above as well 
as additional certification requirements, as it is ultimately their responsibility to ensure they have 
fulfilled certification requirements (see “Certification/Licensure” below for more information). 
Coursework in the areas of biological and physical science must be outside of the of the field of 
speech and hearing. A list of  IU courses  that our program would deem acceptable for meeting 
the biological and physical science requirements can be found on our departmental web site 
(https://sphs.indiana.edu/student-portal/graduate/ma-slp-degree/kasa-courses.html 

https://sphs.indiana.edu/student-portal/graduate/ma-slp-degree/kasa-courses.html
https://sphs.indiana.edu/student-portal/graduate/ma-slp-degree/kasa-courses.html


Speech-Language Pathology Master’s Degree Student Handbook 5 
                                                                                                               2019-20 

 

THE GRADUATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY PROGRAM ACADEMIC 
REQUIREMENTS 

The graduate programs in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology are accredited by the 
Council on Academic Accreditation of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 
Graduate speech- language pathology students usually take five semesters (including one 
summer) to complete the master’s degree. A minimum total of 53 graduate credit hours are required 
for graduation. All graduate students must complete the following requirements: 

1. 33 credit hours of required coursework beyond the bachelor's degree, 
2. 4-11 credit hours of electives OR 3 credit hours of thesis (see “Thesis Option” below), 
3. 4 credit hours of clinical practicum, 
4. 12 credit hours of off-campus externships, 
5. Pass a comprehensive examination. 

 

CURRICULUM 

The graduate speech-language pathology curriculum content and sequence is revealed in 
the following table. The sequence of courses may vary. 

 

Fall I Credit Hours 

S501 - Neurological and Physiological Foundations of Speech-Language 
 

3 
S520 - Phonological Disorders 3 
S532 - Language Disorders in Children 3 
S561 - Clinical Methods and Practices I 1 
S580 - Critical Thinking about Research in Communication Disorders 3 

Total 13 
Spring I  

S537 - Aphasia 3 
S540 - Voice Disorders 3 
Elective* 3 
S565 - Clinical Methods and Practices II 1 
M563 - Methods in Speech & Hearing Therapy 3 

Total 10/13 
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Summer I  

S544 - Dysphagia 3 
S566 - Clinical Methods and Practices III 1 
1 or 2 Electives OR Thesis 2-5 

Total 6-9 

Fall II  

S531 - Cognitive-Communication Disorders in Brain Injury and Disease 3 
S555 - Motor Speech Disorders (S515) 3 
S567 - Clinical Methods and Practices IV 1 
S550 – Stuttering 3 
1 Elective* OR Thesis 2-6 

Total 10-13 

Spring II  

S568 - Medical Externship 6 
M550 - Practicum: Speech and Hearing (school externship) 6 

Total 12 

*M563 and M550 are required for Indiana school licensure (see also p. 9). 
 

THESIS OPTION 
 

Students choosing to write a thesis must select a thesis committee consisting of at least three 
academic faculty members from the Department. One of these faculty members will be chosen by  
the student to chair the committee. Students may choose to include clinical faculty as additional 
members of the thesis committee. The thesis committee shall: (a) approve the thesis topic based 
upon a written proposal; (b) assist in guiding the research; (c) conduct an oral defense of the 
completed project; and, (d) accept the properly written thesis. 

Steps to completing a thesis typically include: (a) identifying a thesis advisor/chair and 
committee, (b) completing a thesis prospectus and obtaining committee approval of that 
prospectus, (c) completing the thesis project, (d) passing the oral defense, and (e) submitting the 
final copy of the thesis to the Graduate School, department, and committee members. Students 
are expected to provide committee members with hard copies of the prospectus and the final copy 
of the thesis. 

The “use of human subjects” guidelines must be applied to ALL research utilizing human 
subjects. Approval of the research must be granted by the “Committee on Human Subjects.” Please 
consult your thesis advisor for complete information. Style and documentation will correspond to 
the professional journals of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and the Indiana 
University Graduate School (see University Graduate School in Kirkwood Hall or 
http://graduate.indiana.edu/theses-dissertations/formatting/index.shtml for guidelines—students 
are advised that these guidelines vary from semester to semester). 

http://graduate.indiana.edu/theses-dissertations/formatting/index.shtml
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The following thesis options are available: 

1. Experimental Group or Single Subject Research Design. The traditional type of thesis 
completed in this department. Replication of key studies in the literature is encouraged. 

2. Library Research Design. The project will include minimally: 1) comprehensive review of 
pertinent  literature; 2) critique and discussion of unresolved issues in the field; and, 3) 
conclusion and implications for theory/therapy and further research. 

3. Individual Case Study Design. 
a) Client must present evaluation, management, and treatment of problem(s) sufficiently 

interesting to warrant research attention. 
b) Thesis supervisor and the clinical director must approve client choice and assessment/ 

intervention procedures prior to data collection. 
c) Student must research the literature for relevant diagnostic tools, treatment 

considerations, assessment strategies, interdisciplinary referral and consultation 
needs, and theoretical considerations. A written report of the literature as applied to 
the client is required. 

Students completing a thesis will typically register for 3 semester credit hours of S780. 
Students may elect to register for 3 credits in Summer I or Fall II, or 2 credits in Summer I and 1 
credit in Fall II (or vice versa). Students may further elect to register for thesis credits with or 
without elective credits. For example, students could register for 1 credit of S780 in Summer I, 
along with one elective, and then register for 2 credits of S780  in Fall II plus or minus an elective. 
Alternatively, students could take one or two electives in Summer I and then register for 3 credits 
of S780 in Fall II with no additional electives. 

Students who elect to complete a thesis will typically begin the process of identifying a 
topic/mentor during their first (Fall I) semester in the program and then, depending on which thesis 
option is chosen, start working on the thesis in the second (Spring I) or third (Summer I) semester. 
Thus, the thesis process is often initiated prior to actually registering for thesis credits. 

 
COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION 

 
During the Fall II semester, students will take a written comprehensive exam. The purpose of 

the examination is to assess the students’ ability to integrate theoretical and clinical knowledge 
gained through their academic and clinical training. As such it will be case study based. These case 
studies will be developed based on the eight disorder areas identified by ASHA: aphasia, fluency & 
fluency disorders, voice and resonance disorders, language disorders, motor speech disorders, 
phonological disorders, Swallowing/Feeding, and TBI Adult Cognition. These eight disorder areas 
will be further divided into children and adults. A series of case studies will be used to encompass 
these eight disorder areas. The exam will consist of eight cases, each followed by ten multiple choice 
and/or short answer questions.  

All students must be enrolled in the program during the semester that they take the 
examination. Students on academic or clinical probation must receive authorization from the 
Department Chairperson before taking the exam.  
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THE GRADUATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY PROGRAM 
CLINICAL REQUIREMENTS 

PRACTICUM 
 

Graduate students are required to enroll in practicum (i.e., S561) every semester during 
which they are in residence as full-time students, with a four semester minimum. Students 
enrolled in clinical practicum in speech-language pathology will be required to attend class 
meetings and participate in assigned clinical practicum, unless alternative arrangements have 
been made in advance with the Speech-Language Clinic Director. Students at Indiana University 
who desire certification to practice as speech-language pathologists will be provided with the 
opportunity to obtain the proper number and distribution of supervised clinical contact hours. 
The hours of supervised clinical practicum required by ASHA are, however, to be regarded as 
minimum hours. It is the policy of this training program that students should have the 
maximum possible amount of supervised clinical practicum before leaving the program. For this 
reason, no student should regard the number of hours required by ASHA as the total number of 
hours she or he is expected to acquire. Only direct contact with the client or the client’s family 
in assessment, management, and/or counseling can be counted toward practicum in speech-
language pathology. Students transferring from other institutions should arrange to have any 
previously obtained practicum hours verified and sent to the Speech-Language Clinic Director. 

Additionally, our department's policy is that students who are working and counting 
hours toward certification also need to be admitted and enrolled in the master’s program 
while they are working. The department cannot go back and be accountable for hours that were 
acquired when it was not a partner in the “contract” between the student and his/her/their work 
site; there is no way the department can stipulate, after the fact, that ASHA supervision as well 
as other standards were met under those conditions. ASHA policy was established to permit 
students who were employed with a bachelor’s degree to work toward the master’s degree and 
certification without needing to leave employment completely to do so. The word “practicum” 
above is an important one because it implies status as a student and therefore, admission/ 
enrollment in a graduate program. Therefore the hours that a student accrued during the time 
between his or her undergraduate and graduate degrees cannot be counted within the 400 for 
certification because there was no university link for the student during that time period. 

Indiana University’s Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences makes every effort to help 
students obtain sufficient clinical practicum across the age span and across disorders (typically 
exceeding the minimum hours specified by ASHA) on a timely basis prior to exiting the program. 
However, if special circumstances arise that cause a student to obtain fewer clinical contact hours 
than recommended in one or more semesters, that student may need to extend her or his clinical 
training program to fulfill all of the academic and clinical requirements for the master’s degree. 
Special circumstances may include, but are not limited to, poor academic or clinical 
performance, as well as situations related to personal necessity, such as pregnancy, extended 
illness, or emotional difficulties. In some of these special circumstances, documentation from the 
Office of Student Disability Services or a physician may be required. Another special circumstance 
may occur when a student requests externship experiences knowing in advance that the 
experience will be too narrowly focused (e.g., exclusively pediatric) to fulfill the requirements of 
the clinical training program and possibly ASHA certification requirements. 

Students may be assigned by the Speech-Language Clinic Director to the on-campus 
Robert  L. Milisen Speech-Language Clinic for all or part of their practicum assignment for a 
semester. Students may also be assigned to part-time, off-campus sites as a part of their clinical 
practicum. These off-campus practicum assignments are made within commuting distance of the 
campus (e.g., Indianapolis). 
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EXTERNSHIPS 

 
Students who wish to become certified to work as speech-language pathologists in the 

schools will be assigned full-time, to a 10-week practicum in the public schools (see also pp. 9). 
Graduate students who come from other schools where they have already completed the 
school practicum do not need to repeat that assignment, but may receive an additional hospital 
or rehabilitation placement. All students also complete a 10- to 12-week, off-campus practicum in 
a medical setting (e.g., hospital, rehabilitation center), or other type of program in which speech-
language pathology services are provided. This assignment may be any place where a site and a 
certified supervisor can be identified. Students are advised that some hospitals/rehabilitation 
facilities now require a 12-week externship and thus should clarify the length of the externship 
when making plans for their off-campus clinical placements. 

PLEASE NOTE! School and all other full-time practicum assignments commence during the 
fifth and final semester of the Speech-Language Pathology Graduate Program. Many sites are 
assigned over a year in advance, so it is imperative that this planning be done early. The 
Coordinator of External Practicum will present information needed to begin this process during 
the first semester of the program. Students should plan for and secure placement offers by 
midterm of the first semester of graduate school. 

 
PRACTICUM AND EXTERNSHIP GRADES 

 
Students should be aware that satisfactory clinical performance is a part of the 

department's expectation of them. Every graduate student must enroll in clinical practicum each 
semester. Only the Speech-Language Clinic Director can waive this requirement. To have the 
Department Chairperson/Signing Program Director sign your application for the ASHA Certificate 
of Clinical Competence, you must complete clinical practicum without having obtained a grade 
lower than B- in more than one semester (i.e., you must obtain at least a B in clinic for three of the 
four semesters for which you are enrolled). In addition, should you have one semester with a 
grade below B-, the practicum hours completed during that semester cannot be counted toward 
ASHA certification. Without the signature of the Department Chairperson on your application, you 
will be unable to obtain clinical certification to practice as a speech-language pathologist. Finally, 
students who receive a practicum grade of B- in any clinical assignment or an unsatisfactory rating 
on any core section of the Indiana University Evaluation of Speech-Language Pathology Student 
Practicum form will be placed on clinical probation. 

For further information about any of the above clinical requirements as well as further 
information of clinical practicum policies (e.g., when and how a student may be placed on a clinical 
contract), students should consult the SLP Clinic Handbook. 

 
 

EVALUATION OF ACADEMIC AND CLINCAL PROGRESS 
 

It is the goal of the department’s faculty that all students make satisfactory progress 
toward the master’s degree. We have found that the transition into graduate school can be very 
difficult for some students because of the increased demands that accompany graduate school 
and clinical assignments. In an effort to avoid problems and  in line with ASHA requirements, 
the academic and clinical faculty formally reviews the progress of each master’s student at 
mid-semester throughout their program. If a student is having difficulty in coursework, clinic, or 
both, the Coordinator of the Speech-Language Pathology Graduate Program will schedule a 
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meeting with the student and the students assigned faculty mentor to find remedies for the 
problem (e.g., reduce clinical load, reduce credit hours). In cases in which the primary concern is 
clinical progress, a meeting with the student, Coordinator of the Speech-Language Pathology 
Graduate Program, and the Speech-Language Clinic Director will be scheduled (see SLP Clinic 
Handbook for additional information). Students are reminded that assessment of achievement 
is a joint effort and the responsibility of students, and clinical and academic faculty members. 
Students are therefore encouraged to carefully monitor their own academic and clinical 
progress, and if indicated, initiate discussion, action, or both to assure timely completion of their 
master’s degree. Graduate students can receive graduate credit for courses in which a grade of C or 
better is received. Graduate students, however, must maintain at least a 3.0 overall GPA and are 
not allowed to repeat a course for graduate credit unless a grade below C has been previously 
obtained in the course the student would like to retake. Failure to maintain a 3.0 for one semester will 
put the student on academic probation. The following policies apply to academic probation: 

 

1. Students who are placed on academic probation after their first semester will have 
clinical assignments reduced or eliminated during their second semester of graduate 
enrollment. Changes in clinic privileges will be made to help students focus on their 
academic work to increase their GPAs. Decisions about clinic involvement will be made 
with input from the student, Coordinator of the Speech-Language Graduate Program, 
and Speech-Language Clinic Director. If clinic privileges are restricted, extended 
enrollment in the department may be necessary to offset the lost clinic hours. 

2. Students who receive a cumulative GPA of less than 3.0 for any given semester will be 
placed on academic probation and will meet with the Coordinator of the Speech-Language 
Pathology Graduate Program to determine a remediation plan. If that student receives a 
cumulative GPA below 3.0 in any subsequent semester, the student will be deemed to be 
making unsatisfactory progress toward the master’s degree, and the case will be brought 
before the faculty for review and possible dismissal. 

3. Students who are on academic probation may not register for the following semester until 
grades are received for the probationary semester. A letter will be placed in the student’s 
file indicating that she or he is on probation. 

4. Students who are on academic probation and who are receiving Associate Instructor or 
Research Assistant funding may be in jeopardy of losing this funding. Decisions regarding 
the continuation of funding will be made by the Coordinator of the Speech-Language 
Graduate Program, the faculty member for whom the student is working, the Clinic 
Director, and the Department Chairperson. 
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CERTIFICATION/LICENSURE 
 

If you wish to work as a professional in the field of speech-language pathology, you will 
find it very difficult to obtain a position unless you hold the ASHA Certificate of Clinical 
Competence (CCC). In most states you will also have to obtain a state license and special 
certification if you work in the schools. 

 
ASHA CERTIFICATION 

 
Any student who completes the clinical program of the Department of Speech and Hearing 

Sciences with a clinical master’s degree in speech-language pathology is eligible to apply for 
ASHA certification (CCC- SLP). To do so, they must complete the following: 

1) Graduate coursework 
2) Supervised clinical practicum 
3) National Examination in Speech-Language Pathology (PRAXIS) 
4) Clinical Fellowship Year (CF) 

The first two requirements must meet the standards specified by ASHA for knowledge 
and skills acquisition (KASA) (see Appendix I and ASHA website). The other two will be discussed 
briefly here. Please note that it is the student’s responsibility to assure that he or she fulfills 
all ASHA/KASA certification requirements. 

 
National Examination 

 
All master’s degree students should plan to take the examination at or near the 

completion of their coursework. You may make arrangements to take this at specific times 
during the year. If you fail the examination, you may repeat it, but you must pass it before you 
can receive your ASHA certification. The department’s administrative secretary can provide 
registration materials the semester before you sit for the examination. 

 
Clinical Fellowship 

The Clinical Fellowship (CF) is usually completed after your degree is granted. It may be 
completed during your first year of actual employment as a clinician, or it may be accomplished 
in certain settings as a 9 to 18 month special position. If all required academic coursework and 
clinical hours have been completed prior to your assignment to an off-campus practicum and if 
the supervisor of that practicum is willing to take the responsibility for supervising you as a CF 
candidate, the time you acquire at the practicum site may be used for partial fulfillment of your 
CF requirement. 

The CF must be supervised by a professional who holds CCC in the area you seek for 
yourself (speech- language pathology). Specific requirements for the CF can be obtained from 
ASHA. 

 
 

SCHOOL LICENSURE 
 

Special licensure must be obtained by those who wish to work in the schools. In addition 
to meeting the ASHA requirements for certification mentioned above, students must take 
EDUC M463 (Methods in Speech and Hearing Therapy) and EDUC M550 (school externship) 
because many states require these for school-based practice and licensure. Please see the 
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Coordinator of External Practicum for specific licensing procedures. 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
IMMUNIZATION FOR HEPATITIS-B 

 
The clinical training programs of the Department observe universal precautions as well as 

preventive public health measures. A part of these procedures requires that each student in 
Speech-Language Pathology be immunized against Hepatitis-B. This immunization consists of 
a series of three inoculations which will begin in the fall semester and continue for six months 
from the date of first injection. The injections can be obtained at the Indiana University Student 
Health Center Immunization Clinic at a cost of $39.50 per injection, for a total of $118.50 for the 
series. The injections may be paid for at the time your receive them or they may be added to your 
Bursar’s bill; in either case, they may be reimbursable from your health insurance policy. NO 
STUDENT WILL BE ASSIGNED TO AN EXTERNSHIP PLACEMENT UNTIL PROOF OF THE 
COMPLETED SERIES  IS  DOCUMENTED  WITH  THE  SPEECH-LANGUAGE  CLINIC  
DIRECTOR.  Other  insurance  and 
medical concerns will be discussed with you prior to your externship placement. 

 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

 
There are always cases of disagreement between individuals, but if a dispute arises 

between a faculty member, academic or clinical, and student, the student may feel uncertain 
about how to resolve the problem without prejudice. The following policies have been adopted to 
give students a forum within which issues can be aired and, hopefully, resolved satisfactorily: 

• The best hope is that the disagreement can be resolved by a discussion between the two 
parties. 

• If the dispute cannot be resolved between the principle parties for any reason, the 
student should bring  the  complaint  to  the  Department  Chairperson.  The  
Chairperson  will  establish  a  group, students may also seek assistance from The 
Students Advocacy Office (Division of Student Affairs). 

 
ASSISTANCE FOR ACADEMIC, CLINICAL, OR PERSONAL DIFFICULTIES 

 
Upon entering the program, all students will be assigned a faculty advisor/mentor. 

Faculty advisors are comprised of academic faculty and clinical faculty. The purpose of this 
assignment is for the students to have a consistent point of contact to discuss both the academic 
and clinical program and their requirements, and to have an advocate within the program’s 
faculty. During orientation week, students will be provided with the name of their assigned faculty 
advisor/mentor and will meet with him/her. It is expected that students and advisors meet at least 
once a semester to discuss progress and to provide guidance to the student. 

 
Students should feel free to meet with the Coordinator of the Speech-Language Pathology 

Graduate Program or a representative in Counseling and Psychological Services 
(http://healthcenter.indiana.edu/ counseling/index.shtml), if they are having academic and/or 
personal difficulties. Students who are having problems related to minority issues should feel 
free to meet with the Coordinator of the Speech-Language Pathology Graduate Program, 
department Chairperson, and/or a representative in the Office of Diversity, Equity, and 
Multicultural Affairs (http://www.indiana.edu/~dema/). Finally, students who are having problems 
related to clinical assignments should feel free to meet with the Speech-Language Clinic 

http://healthcenter.indiana.edu/
http://www.indiana.edu/%7Edema/)
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Director. Further information pertaining to the resolution of problems related to clinical 
assignments is provided in the clinic handbook. 

 
CALENDAR 

 
In general, the clinic begins operation during the first week of classes. Students are 

required to be available by 8:00 a.m. of the first day of classes to receive their clinical 
assignments, to attend clinical supervisory meetings, or both. 

 
DISABLED STUDENT SERVICES 

 
If you are interested in receiving information or assistance regarding support services 

and/or accommodations for a disability, please contact the Office of Disability Services for 
Students by phone at (812) 855-7578, by e-mail at iubdss@indiana.edu, or on the web at 
https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/disability-services-students/. See also Appendix III. 

 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

University policy with respect to changing or dropping classes stipulates that students 
will receive only a partial refund for a course dropped after the first week. Therefore, students 
will have to pay additional tuition if they add another course with the same number of credits. 
Because nonresident credits are now more than $800, this could represent a costly exchange, and 
it will even affect graduate students with fee remissions if they have used the fee remission to 
its maximum amount. For further information about this policy see 
https://bursar.indiana.edu/withdraw/refund-dates.html. 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION 

 
For further information regarding graduate studies at Indiana University, students are 

encouraged to consult the Graduate Bulletin, which is in electronic format at 
http://bulletins.iu.edu/iub/index.html. 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

NOTE: The following courses carry graduate credit and are open only to graduate students, 
and course numbers and credit hours are subject to change. Furthermore, courses in addition to 
those listed below may be offered. 

 
S501 – Neurological and Physiological Foundations of Speech-Language Pathology (3 cr.). This 
course will introduce students to the anatomical and physiological bases of human 
communication. Topics will include neuroanatomy and neurophysiology of the central and 
peripheral nervous systems; neural substrates of speech and language; respiratory, phonatory, 
articulatory, and swallowing physiology; and current theories of motor control. 

S506 – Counseling (2 cr.) Provides information about the counseling purview of audiologists 
and speech pathologists. Topics such as theories of counseling, lifespan issues, emotional 

mailto:iubdss@indiana.edu
http://bulletins.iu.edu/iub/index.html
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responses to communication disorders, family dynamics, support groups, and multicultural 
issues will be presented. Students will learn basic counseling techniques and the application of 
these techniques for specific disorders. 

S515 – Spanish Language Acquisition and Disorders (3 cr.). In this course, data on the acquisition 
of Spanish as a first language will be presented. These data will encompass Spanish acquisition in 
both monolingual and bilingual contexts. Linguistic phenomena that are manifested in bilingual 
environments and that impact Spanish performance will be emphasized. Characteristics 
particular to how language and phonological impairment are manifested in Spanish-speaking 
children will be presented. In addition, basic information concerning Spanish phonological and 
grammatical structure, and dialectal differences within the language, as these affect acquisition, 
will be included. Practical activities such as child sample transcriptions and analyses will be 
incorporated within the course content. 

S520 – Phonological Disorders (3 cr.). Assessment and treatment of phonological disorders in 
children; procedures are equally applicable to other populations. Case-based approach to 
analyses of phonetic, phonemic, syllabic structure in clinical diagnosis and identification of 
treatment goals. Corresponding treatment methods are evaluated relative to evidence-based 
practice. 

S531 – Cognitive-Communication Disorders in Brain Injury and Disease (3 cr.). This course 
reviews disorders of perception, cognition, communication, and behavior associated with brain 
injury and disease in adults. Procedures and issues pertaining to assessment and treatment in 
the acute and chronic stages of recovery or across disease progression will also be addressed. 

S532 – Language Disorders in Children (3 cr.). The focus of this course will be on the 
identification, etiology, and clinical treatment of children who are classified having autism 
spectrum disorder, mental retardation, specific language impairment, and other language 
disorders. 

S537 – Aphasia (3 cr.). In-depth study of diagnosis and management of adult aphasia and related 
disorders. 

S539 – Child Dual Language Learners: Development, Assessment, and Intervention (3 cr.). 
Focuses on how children acquire two languages. Topics concerning variables that impact dual-
language acquisition children and patterns of acquisition will be discussed. Issues and strategies 
for evaluating language skills in this population, and for providing clinical services are presented. 

S540 – Voice Disorders (3 cr.). This course focuses on facilitating clinical skills related to 
assessment and management of children and adults with voice disorders. The relevant anatomy 
and physiology of the vocal mechanism and voice production will be presented. 
Pathophysiology, causes, prevention, assessment, treatment (behavioral, surgical, and medical) 
of various voice disorders will be addressed. 

S544 – Dysphagia (3 cr.). This course focuses on facilitating clinical skills related to assessment 
and management of dysphagia in children and adults, including those with tracheostomy and 
ventilator- dependent.   The   relevant  anatomy   and   physiology   of   the  swallowing  
mechanism   will   be   discussed. Pathophysiology, causes, treatment of various conditions resulting 
in dysphagia will be addressed. 

S550 – Stuttering (3 cr.). This  course will  focus  on the nature and etiology of  developmental 
stuttering, diagnostic procedures, and approaches to treatment in children and adults. Other 
disorders of fluency, such as acquired stuttering and cluttering, will also be discussed. 
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S555 – Motor Speech Disorders (3 cr.). This course will focus on the basic correlates of motor 
speech disorders in children and adults. Normal development, anatomy, and physiology of the 
speech production mechanism will be reviewed. Characteristics, pathophysiology, etiology, 
assessment, and treatment of various motor speech disorders will also be addressed. 

S561 – Clinical Methods and Practices I (1 cr.). Current topics related to clinical practice in 
speech/language pathology. 

S563 – Medical Externship (6 cr.). Intensive participation in the clinical activities of community 
agencies, hospitals or other service providers. Available only to advanced students in clinical 
program. 

S565 – Clinical Methods and Practices II (1 cr.). Current topics related to clinical practice in 
speech/language pathology. 

S566 – Clinical Methods and Practices III (1 cr.). Current topics related to clinical practice in 
speech/language pathology. 

S567 – Clinical Methods and Practices IV (1 cr.). Current topics related to clinical practice in 
speech/language pathology. 

S580 – Critical Thinking about Research in Communication Disorders (3 cr.). This course will 
provide students with the tools and skills to think critically, solve problems, and make ethical and 
responsible decisions about clinical assessment and treatment. Emphasis will be placed on the 
role of research in evidence-based practice and the interpretation of scientific literature. 

S680 – Independent Study (1-6 

cr.) S780 – M.A. Thesis (3 cr.). 

EDUC-M563 – Methods in Speech and Hearing Therapy (3 cr.). Emphasis on school 
organizational patterns and administrative policies; relevant federal and state legislation; 
caseload determination; and service delivery models. 

EDUC M550 – Practicum: Speech and Hearing (6 cr.). Teaching or experience in an accredited 
school, normally in Indiana. Credit will be commensurate with time spent in the instructional 
setting.
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APPENDIX I 
 

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Documents 
 
Document Webpage link/address 
2020 Standards and Implementation Procedures for 
the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-
Language Pathology 
 

https://www.asha.org/Certification/2020-SLP-
Certification-Standards/ 
 

2016 ASHA Code of Ethics  https://www.asha.org/Code-of-Ethics/ 
 

2013 ASHA Scope of Practice for Speech Language 
Pathology  
 

https://www.asha.org/policy/SP2013-00337/  
 

2014 Standards and 
Implementation Procedures 
for the Certification of Clinical 
Competence in Speech-
Language Pathology 
 

https://www.asha.org/Certification/2014-Speech-
Language-Pathology-Certification-Standards/ 
 
 

CAA Complaint Procedure https://caa.asha.org/programs/complaints/ 
 

 
 
 

https://www.asha.org/Certification/2020-SLP-Certification-Standards/
https://www.asha.org/Certification/2020-SLP-Certification-Standards/
https://www.asha.org/Code-of-Ethics/
https://www.asha.org/policy/SP2013-00337/
https://www.asha.org/Certification/2014-Speech-Language-Pathology-Certification-Standards/
https://www.asha.org/Certification/2014-Speech-Language-Pathology-Certification-Standards/
https://caa.asha.org/programs/complaints/


Speech-Language Pathology Master’s Degree Student Handbook 12 
2019-20 

 

 
APPENDIX II 

 
Summary of Supervised Clinical Practicum 

Indiana University 

Robert L. Milisen Speech, Language and Hearing Clinics 
 
 
 

Student 
Name:      

Period 
Covered:   

Date 
Signed:     

 
 
EVALUATION 

  
Hours 

 
Supervisor 
(signature) 

 
Cert. Area 
(SLP/AUD) 

 
Supervisor 
(print 
name) 

 
ASHA # 

Location of 
Assignment 
(Print Name 
of Facility& 
City/State) 

 
Articulation 

Ad       

Ch       
 

Fluency 
Ad       

Ch       

Voice & 
Resonance 

Ad       

Ch       

Rec/Exp 
Language 

Ad       

Ch       
 

Swallowing 
Ad       

Ch       
 

Cognitive 
Ad       

Ch       
 

Social Aspects 
Ad       

Ch       

Comm. 
Modalities 

Ad       

Ch       

GRAND TOTAL EVALUATION HOURS: Adult 
 

 Child:   
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TREATMENT 

  
Hours 

 
Supervisor 
(signature) 

 
Cert. Area 
(SLP/AUD) 

 
Supervisor 
(print 
name) 

 
ASHA # 

Location of 
Assignment 
(Print Name 
of Facility& 
City/State) 

 
Articulation 

Ad       

Ch       

 
Fluency 

Ad       

Ch       

Voice & 
Resonance 

Ad       

Ch       

Rec/Exp 
Language 

Ad       

Ch       
 

Swallowing 
Ad       

Ch       
 

Cognitive 
Ad       

Ch       
 

Social Aspects 
Ad       

Ch       

Comm. 
Modalities 

Ad       

Ch       

GRAND TOTAL TREATMENT HOURS: Adult 
 

 Child:   

 
GRAND TOTAL ALL HOURS: Adult 
( 6 )  

 GRAND 
TOTAL 

  

 

 
Only direct contact with the client or the client's family in assessment, management, and/or 
counseling can be counted toward practicum. Although several students may observe a clinical 
session at one time, clinical practicum hours should be assigned only to the student who provides 
direct services to the client or client's family. Typically, only one student should be working with a 
given client. In rare circumstances, it is possible for several students working as a team to receive 
credit for the same session depending on the specific responsibilities each student is assigned. For 
example, in a diagnostic session, if one student evaluates the client and another interviews the 
parents, both students may receive credit for the time each spent in providing the service. However, 
if one student works with the client for 30 minutes and another student works with the client for the 
next 45 minutes, each student receives credit for the time he/she actually provided services— that is, 
30 and 45 minutes respectively, not 75 minutes. 
− articulation 
− fluency 
− voice and resonance, including respiration and phonation 
− receptive and expressive language (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics) 

in speaking, listening, reading, writing, and manual modalities 
− hearing, including the impact on speech and language 
− swallowing (oral, pharyngeal, esophageal, and related functions, including oral function 

for feeding; orofacial myofunction) 
− cognitive aspects of communication (attention, memory, sequencing, problem-solving, executive 
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functioning) 
− social aspects of communication (including challenging behavior, ineffective social skills, 

lack of communication opportunities) 
− communication modalities (including oral, manual, augmentative, and alternative 

communication techniques and assistive technologies) 
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APPENDIX III 

 
Students with Disabilities 

 
 

The Department acknowledges that individual differences can affect academic and clinical 
success. If you have a disability that requires special accommodation to improve your chances of 
success in our program, please inform the Coordinator of the Speech-Language Pathology 
Graduate Program. We will try to work with you so that you can achieve your scholastic and 
professional goals. Obviously, we cannot guarantee that every student will succeed in our program, 
but we hope that together we can improve your chances. If you know of a disability that requires 
some variation in your academic and/or clinical curriculum, please let us know. When possible, we 
will make an effort to accommodate your needs. 
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APPENDIX IV 

 
Indiana University – Bloomington Campus, Resources 
 
 
Resource Webpage/link 
Academic Support Center https://academicsupport.indiana.edu/ 

 
Office of Institutional Equity https://equity.iu.edu/ 

 
Division of Student Affairs https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/index.shtml 

 
Assistive Technology & Accessibility 
Centers 

https://atac.iu.edu/ 
 

Academic Bulletins https://bulletins.iu.edu/iub/ 
 

Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities & 
Conduct 

http://studentcode.iu.edu/ 
 

College of Arts & Sciences https://college.indiana.edu/ 
 

Counseling and Psychological Services https://www.indiana.edu/~health/counseling/index.shtml 
 

Disability Services for Students https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/disability-services-
students/index.shtml 
 

Diversity, Equity and Multicultural Affairs https://diversity.iu.edu/ 
 

First Nations Educational and Cultural 
Center 

https://firstnations.indiana.edu/ 
 

Graduate and Professional Student 
Organization 

http://www.indiana.edu/~gpso/ 
 

IUware https://iuware.iu.edu/ 
 

La Casa Latino Culture Center https://lacasa.indiana.edu/ 
 

LGBTQ+ Culture Center https://lgbtq.indiana.edu/ 
 

Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center https://blackculture.indiana.edu/ 
 

Safety Escort https://safety.indiana.edu/ 
 

Student Affairs https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/ 
 

Student Central (Financial assistance) https://studentcentral.indiana.edu/ 
 

https://academicsupport.indiana.edu/
https://equity.iu.edu/
https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/index.shtml
https://atac.iu.edu/
https://bulletins.iu.edu/iub/
http://studentcode.iu.edu/
https://college.indiana.edu/
https://www.indiana.edu/%7Ehealth/counseling/index.shtml
https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/disability-services-students/index.shtml
https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/disability-services-students/index.shtml
https://diversity.iu.edu/
https://firstnations.indiana.edu/
http://www.indiana.edu/%7Egpso/
https://iuware.iu.edu/
https://lacasa.indiana.edu/
https://lgbtq.indiana.edu/
https://blackculture.indiana.edu/
https://safety.indiana.edu/
https://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/
https://studentcentral.indiana.edu/


Speech-Language Pathology Master’s Degree Student Handbook 17 
2018-19 

 

The University Graduate School https://graduate.indiana.edu/ 
 

University Information Technology 
Services 

https://uits.iu.edu/ 
 

 

https://graduate.indiana.edu/
https://uits.iu.edu/

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	THE JOB OUTLOOK FOR THE FUTURE
	PREPARING FOR THE PROFESSION
	THE GRADUATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY PROGRAM ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
	3. Individual Case Study Design.
	During the Fall II semester, students will take a written comprehensive exam. The purpose of the examination is to assess the students’ ability to integrate theoretical and clinical knowledge gained through their academic and clinical training. As suc...
	THE GRADUATE SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY PROGRAM CLINICAL REQUIREMENTS
	EVALUATION OF ACADEMIC AND CLINCAL PROGRESS
	CERTIFICATION/LICENSURE
	National Examination
	Clinical Fellowship

	OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
	COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	NOTE: The following courses carry graduate credit and are open only to graduate students, and course numbers and credit hours are subject to change. Furthermore, courses in addition to those listed below may be offered.

	APPENDIX I
	American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Documents
	APPENDIX II

	Webpage link/address
	Document
	Indiana University
	APPENDIX III
	APPENDIX IV


